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	DoE
Social distancing guidelines


	· At Waratah Public School Preschool educators have sought advice and information from the Australian Department of Health website  and use updated information from the NSW Department of Education response to COVID-19, on the department department’s website to guide decision making. 
· Preschool staff work with the school Principal (Educational Leader), to ensure social distancing procedures are in place and adhered to in the school setting for the safety of all children and staff. 
· Educators are implementing increased hygiene procedures to ensure the preschool is a clean and safe environment.
· Educators communicate with children, in a sensitive way, what is happening and why, using books or videos to explain coronavirus to children. For example, The Wiggles song, Social distancing is also used by educators to teach children about social distancing. The video, ‘Time to come in Bear’, is a children’s story about social distancing has been shown to the children and discussed. 
· Educators regularly discuss ‘social distancing’ with children and have created signs and markers on the ground to remind children about keeping space between each other in the classroom - for example while waiting to wash hands in the bathroom.
· For example, markers have been placed on the ground as visuals on the carpet and in areas where children may come together to remind them to keep space between each other. Educators can limit group time on the mat to a maximum of five children and place spots on the floor so children can sit on them while maintaining social distancing when gathering. Chairs can be removed from the tables to ensure that numbers are socially distancing at the table activity. 
· During transition times when moving from one area to another, children refrain from lining up. Educators ensure that they allow more time for children to transition and ensure all children are supervised during this time. Educators maintain continuous communication between each other and remind children to keep their space and ‘keep their hands to themselves’. 

· Educators are regularly and more frequently using the outdoors where children are less likely to be in close contact with each other. 
· Educators have introduced staggered meals times to limit the number of children eating at the same time. Educators regularly remind children of safe hygiene practices at mealtimes and talk to the children about why it is not healthy or safe to share food. 
· Families have been asked to sign in and out at the preschool gate each day and to bring their own pen to do so. Families have been asked to only have one person walk their preschool child in to limit contact. 
· Regular communication is shared about social distancing with families through our social media, and school website. All families are regularly informed of any changes to these arrangements. 
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· The preschool received a copy of ‘Birdie and the Virus’ and shared this with children to discuss COVID 19

· Enhanced cleaning is still being maintained in the preschool ach day.

· Parents and caregivers are following the same social distancing guidelines and are not entering the preschool. 

· Parents enter the preschool via a stairway and exit via the ramp to avoid crossing paths with other parents. Parents sign their child in at the front door.

· Children are washing their hands upon arrival with hand sanitiser and then washing their hands with soap and water, singing a handwashing song to ensure the correct amount of time. 

· Children are encouraged to keep a distance whilst lining up (to wash hands etc.) and crosses are marked on the bathroom floors.

· Pens used for signing in and out are cleaned after each use (for parents and staff coming in for duty)

· School staff are maintaining social distancing for meetings and everyday routines.

· The outdoor environment continues to be utilised as much as possible when weather permits.
· Children are reminded to “Blow it, Bin it, Wash it” and sneeze or cough into their elbows.




